
7 Family Engagement Elements 
in MTSS

Based on work from Minch et al., 2017; Garbacz et al., 2025



Educators recognize 
families’ needs, assets, and 

cultural characteristics, 
leading to greater 

understanding, trust           
and respect among all.

Positive Relationships 

https://images.all4ed.org/collection/ucla-community-school/



Educators use effective strategies to 
identify and encourage families’ 
knowledge, skills and efficacy for 

supporting students learning.

Family Empowerment 

https://www.the74million.org/article/altman-three-ways-to-boost-family-engagement-in-schools-and-bolster-student-
success/



Family Engagement is included in 
professional development, school and 
division vision, mission, and goals. Leaders 
see families as authentic partners, and 
parents/caregivers are members of teams.

Leadership 

https://images.all4ed.org/collection/teachers/



Multidimensional approaches are used 
to engage families in dialogue through 
multiple communication modes.

Multi-Dimensional 
Communication 



Different approaches are used to vary 
intensity and engage families based on 
their strengths and needs.

Multi-Tiered Support
Approaches



Goals and outcomes are based on 
student outcomes as well as family data; 
input from families and staff is sought 
and used.

Data-based Goals & Outcomes 

https://images.all4ed.org/collection/teachers/



Families of children receiving Tier 2 and 
Tier 3 supports are effectively engaged in 
all steps of the problem-solving process.

Collaborative Problem-Solving
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