Postsecondary Options for Youth and Young kA
Adults with Disabilities in Foster, Kinship, or P
Adoptive Families in South Carolina

A WAZE To Adulthood Fact Sheet

WAZETO
ADULTHOOD
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Graduation from high school can be a time of uncertainty, especially for youth and young adults in foster
care, but it can also open a world of opportunities. There are some postsecondary options that might be
helpful as youth and young adults in foster care plan for the transition from high school to college or
employment. Here are some of the options and resources available in South Carolina.

Education and Training Voucher (ETV) Program

The South Carolina Education and Training Voucher (ETV) Program provides funding for postsecondary
education, training, and services needed for employment. The student can receive up to $5,000 for
qualified school-related expenses.

The ETV Program:
e Funds can be applied towards a technical school, college, university, or program that meets
the ETV criteria
e Canreceive funding for up to 5 years

To be eligible for the ETV Program, the youth/young adult must be:
e 18-26 yearsold, and
e Currently in foster care, or
e In custody of the Department of Social Services (DSS) at 18 years old, or
o Left care and were reunified after age 14, or
e Left care to adoption/kinship/legal guardianship after age 16

South Carolina Tuition Grant Programs

The South Carolina Commission on Higher Education (CHE) and the South Carolina Need-Based Grant
provide financial assistance to students who are in independent living or foster care through the
Department of Social Services (DSS).

South Carolina Tuition Grant Programs offers:
e For full-time students, up to $3,500 per year and up to an additional $2,000
e For part-time students, up to $1,750 per year for part-time students

To be eligible for South Carolina Tuition Grant Programs, the youth/young adult must:
e Complete and file the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) Form
e Complete a Foster Care Waiver Form
e Attend an eligible South Carolina public institution
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http://www.peatc.org/
https://dss.sc.gov/child-well-being/foster-care/chafeeetv-program-independent-living/etv-program/
https://www.che.sc.gov/students-families-and-military/scholarships-and-grants-sc-residents
https://www.che.sc.gov/sites/che/files/Documents/Students%2C%20Families%2C%20Military/Scholarships/NBG_Q%26A_October_2022.pdf
https://studentaid.gov/h/apply-for-aid/fafsa
https://www.che.sc.gov/sites/che/files/Documents/General%20Public/Foster%20Care%20Waiver-Form-2020.pdf
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Employment Programs
South Carolina offers various resources and programs to help students, including students with disabilities

with employment goals after high school. See the list below.

South Carolina Works/Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA)

South Carolina Works/Workforce Innovation and Opportunity Act (WIOA) offers services at no cost to youth
in foster care and young adults who have aged out of foster care. WIOA can provide financial assistance in
obtaining a high school diploma/GED, one-on-one assistance with a Youth Workforce Consultant, tutoring
and study skills training, occupational skills training, resume and interview preparation, soft skills training,
career exploration, job referrals and placements.

South Carolina Vocational Rehabilitation (VR)

South Carolina Vocational Rehabilitation Department helps eligible youth and young adults with disabilities
overcome barriers to education or employment. Programs focus on building communication skills,
developing leadership skills, and preparing youth and young adults for employment success. Services include
post-secondary education, job training, job search assistance, job placement, and ongoing support.

Youth Apprenticeship Carolina
Youth Apprenticeship Carolina partners with employers to provide apprenticeship opportunities across

various industries. Participants receive on-the-job training, earn a paycheck, and may obtain industry-

recognized credentials.

Check out these other resources:

Registered Apprenticeships

SC Gaining Early Awareness and Readiness for Undergraduate Programs (GEAR UP)
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PEATC’s mission is to build positive futures by empowering individuals with disabilities through education and training.

The contents of this factsheet were developed under a grant from the US Department of Education,
#H328M200002. However, those contents do not necessarily represent the policy of the US Department of Education,
and you should not assume endorsement by the Federal Government. Project Officer. PEATC is not a legal services
agency and cannot provide legal advice or legal representation. Any information contained in this factsheet is not

H . . . . U.S. Office of Special
intended as legal advice and should not be used as a substitution for legal advice. Eduaion Programs
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http://www.peatc.org/
https://www.ncreach.org/faq/
https://www.scvrd.net/203/Transition-for-Youth
https://www.apprenticeshipcarolina.com/youth-apprenticeship.html
https://scworks.org/employer/education-and-training/registered-apprenticeships
https://scgearup.org/index.shtml
https://peatc.org/services/youth/
https://formedfamiliesforward.org/

